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Censored
Threats and attacks inspire discussions of freedom of speech
4By Whitney Howard
staff writer

Two distinct events — a terrorist threat on a U.S. movie
studio in November and 12
cartoonists killed in France
this month — brought the subject of free speech to the forefront of global conversation.
Late last year, Sony Pictures
discovered a cyber hack had
collected over 100 terabytes
of stolen data. These hackers
made terrorist threats if “The
Interview,” a comedy starring
Seth Rogen and James Franco,
was released in theaters.
On Jan. 7 the offices of
Charlie Hebdo, a Parisian satirical magazine, were attacked.
The shooting left 12 dead and
11 wounded.
“This is the first time really in our nation’s history that
has provided an opportunity
in which, when we exercise our
freedom of speech, we are exer-

cising it for the entirety of the
world,” said Matthew LaPlante,
assistant professor of journalism at Utah State University.
“The Interview,” a comedy
depicting a plot to assassinate
North Korean leader Kim Jongun, was originally scheduled
for a Dec. 25, 2014 release date.
The cyber hackers threatened
to terrorize any theater that
showed the film.
“Remember the 11th of
September 2001,” the hackers
wrote in an email to Sony in
December, as published in The
Daily Beast.
It’s still unclear whether
these threats came from North
Korea itself.
Miles Vaughn, a sophomore
majoring in biology, shared his
thoughts on the movie and the
related events.
“The whole thing, their
movie getting pulled because

Graphic by Mikayla Kapp

jSee THREATS, Page 3

USUSA budget adjusts stipends
4By Brenna Kelly
staff writer

With the release the 2015
USUSA Elections Packet in
December, it was revealed that
the student body president’s
compensation was increased by
$8,000.
On Feb. 18, the executive council passed a resolution “to secure

all USUSA Scholarship Funds.”
The resolution, ECR 2014-01,
was debated several days earlier, and many council members
expressed concerns about conflict of interest — the funds they
were allocating would affect
their own scholarships.
Steven Mortenson, then business senator, said in the meeting that he “(had) a problem

with the conflict of interest.” He
felt that the people who would
receive the scholarship the next
year shouldn’t make the decision.
“The student government
didn’t feel right giving themselves a raise, but they did feel
right (about the) administration
doing it,” said Student Body
President Douglas Fiefia.

Ancient plants examined
by ecology center speaker

Ultimately, the council agreed
with Mortenson and the bill
passed without the addition of
increased compensation.
However, there was a compensation increase this year.
Beginning this year the student body president’s annual
stipend and scholarship total
is $17,000. Last year it was
$9,000— a 89 percent increase.

The elected members of the
executive council’s compensation went from $6,600 in 2014 to
$8,400 this year— a 27 percent
increase.
None of this could be accounted for in the executive council’s
meeting minutes; ECR 2014-01
specified that the council’s bud

jSee USUSA, Page 4

A tradition of comedy

4By Melanie Christensen

just in our lifetimes, but in 100, 200, 300
years from now?”
In addition to her background in
Hope Jahren, a professor at the research, Durso said Jahren was invited
University of Hawaii who studies ancient because she writes a blog about being
plants, visited Utah State University a woman in academia entitled “Hope
Wednesday as part of the Ecology Center Jahren sure can write.” He said it might
Seminar Series.
invite conversation among students.
Jahren spoke at 6 p.m. last night and
Jahren said it used to be rare to be a
will continue
woman in her
to interacting
field and that
with students
Hope Jahren
changed the
and
faculty
ecology center speaker
way she did
today until her
science.		
second speech
“Isolation
at 4 p.m.
leads to inde“Dr. Jahren’s
pendence, and
work on ancient
I think when
and modern
you don’t fit
ecosystems is
the
mold,
really exciting,”
you
have
the
said Andrew
oppor t unit y
Durso, co-chair
to embrace
of the Ecology
Center Seminar Series committee. “She doing things differently,” Jahren said.
She said being in academia is a lot of
takes fossil plants and looks at their
stable isotope chemistry to find out what work, but it is important to “stay close to
ancient climates were like.”
the part of it that you love.”
Jahren said she is interested in how
“I think that we always have to first and
plants have survived through periods of foremost keep in touch with how learning
climate change and how they will adapt makes us grow as people,” Jahren said.
to environmental change in the future.
She expressed that there is always
“Our environment is changing a lot something new to learn, even though peo
right now,” Jahren said. “What will that
mean for plants as we move forward, not jSee PLANTS, Page 2
staff writer

“

What will that mean for plants
as we move forward, not just in
our lifetimes, but in 100, 200,
300 years from now?

”

Kyle Todeecheene photo
CHLOE HILLIARD PERFORMS her comedy routine in the Taggart Student
Center Ballroom on Tuesday night as part of Traditions Week.
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Consulting group looks ahead
4By Levi Henrie
staff writer

Business
students
gained real world experience with the launch of
a student-run consulting
group last semester.
Now The Huntsman
Consulting Group is looking to expand its output
and its membership for
spring semester after
working with Athlonic
Sports, an athletic equipment company.
“The first semester was
a phenomenal success,”
said Matthew Livingston,
an MBA student and president of the Huntsman
Consulting Group. “The
company that we consulted adopted our strategy,
hired a team member to
carry it out and made a
$1,000 donation to the
school.”
Livingston said the
group’s goal for spring

2015 is to advise not just
one but two businesses.
While the group is run
in collaboration with the
Jon M. Huntsman School
of Business and professors Sterling Bone and Jim
Davis, the jobs it undertakes are real advisory
roles with local businesses, not simulations.
“ T he
Hu nt sma n
Consulting Group requires
students to integrate classroom knowledge in realworld application,” said
Bone, a professor of management in the business
school. “They apply business skills to solve business problems for their
clients.”
As the group begins
its second semester and
undertakes more projects,
it will also be looking to
employ more students,
including those with
diverse skill sets.
“Right now we have

Kelsie Lott photo
MATTHEW LIVINGSTON is the president of a USU
student group called the Hunstman Consulting Group.

marketing students, but
we’d like to have students,
ideally, from multiple
departments on campus

so we can consult, not only
branding and sales, but
also logistics or manufacturing or different aspects

of the business beyond just
marketing,” Livingston
said.
While the group aims to
provide quality service to
its customers, it was created with the welfare of students in mind. It’s twofold
purpose, Livingston said,
is to raise money for the
university and to create
internships and jobs for
students.
“I have been impressed
with how these students
develop leadership and
team-building
skills
while delivering valuable
insights and recommendations to their clients,”
Bone said. “It is amazing
to see when you challenge
students to rise up and
accept roles and responsibilities how they grow in
confidence and abilities
to synthesize information
about their client and
their business.”
The group is in the pro-

cess of screening clients
to work this semester.
Interested companies are
expected to donate a small
sum to the university and
allow a student from the
consulting group to intern
with them. The intern is
tasked with carrying out
the plan that the group has
formulated.
“The undergraduate
students who were members last semester said
that this is the best experience they’ve had in, not
just doing the project, but
working for a real company and a real business,”
Livingston said. “Students
who are after some real
work experience to put on
your resume and possibly
turn into a job, we’d invite
all of them to e-mail us
and let us know.”

— levi.henrie@
aggiemail.usu.edu

Regulations not always the solution
As humans, most of us
yes.
have a general desire to do
H o w e v Levi Henrie
the right thing. We want to
er, our error
save the world. We want to
Money as humans is
cure it of all of its ills.
that sometimes
talks
As a result, you may ask
we’re overly simyourself questions such as
plistic.
these: “Wouldn’t it be great
In our eagerif those who don’t make
ness to fix things
very much money could
we
advocate
see a raise in income? What
for government
about man-made pollution
measures that —
problems; shouldn’t we do
at face value —
all we can to remedy those?” The an- look like they’ll solve everything. Reswer to both questions, obviously, is garding poverty, we would increase

minimum wage. To decrease pollution, we’d pass laws that American
industries can’t exceed a certain level of carbon emissions. Sadly, these
things don’t work quite as well as you
might think.
While the government can require
businesses to pay their workers a
higher wage, it doesn’t usually give
them the money to do so. There’s no
guarantee that revenues — typically
the source of the workers’ wages —
will increase to match this new payrate.
Consider a business with $800 to

pay their workers. If everyone works
eight-hour shifts and minimum wage
is $5 an hour, the company in question can employ 20 workers. However, if minimum wage is raised to $10
an hour the company can only employ half the employees it did before.
Surely that’s not what we intended.
As for carbon emissions, what if
we did cut them? Businesses, as they
comply with the new regulations, will
incur larger costs of production. To

jSee REGULATE, Page 4

Plants

Summer Plans? Find a Job!
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435.797.7777
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Annie Hall photo
HOPE JAHREN SPEAKS to students in the
Engineering building on Wednesday.

ple have been studying the
natural world for hundreds
of years.
“Things are changing
very quickly,” Jahren said.
“It’s really a special time.
There’s a really big opportunity to reinvent all of biology and ecology in the next
10 or 20 years. Being part of
that is going to be a ton of
work, but it’s also going to
be really exciting.”
Jahren’s second speech
will be at 4 p.m. on Thursday
in Engineering, Room 101.
It is titled “What can the
carbon isotope composition
of plant tissue tell us?”
Jahren is the fifth of eight
Ecology Center Seminar
Series speakers this school
year. The next speaker, N.
Thompson Hobbs, a professor from Colorado State
University who studies communities of large mammals,
will be at USU from Feb.
25-26.
— melmo12@gmail.com

Tweets of the Week
@epicgeezr117
The best part about getting your textbooks used is people before you
have highlighted the important things to remember #aggiestrife
@brookietrout_93
I shouldn’t skip class to go skiing but I am definitely going to skip
class to go skiing. #aggiestrife #aggielife #powderful
@blakchris415
Let’s just make Creative Arts an elective and make “Driving: A Refresher
Course” a required class. #DRIV1300 #UseYourBlinker #aggielife
@keyesarah
“I feel like I just went to my own funeral.” ...me after LaPlante’s
writing class #aggiestrife #sos
@DS_Elliott
Guys the fog obsession has gotta stop. It’s weather not the 2nd coming of Jesus. #aggiestrife #aggielife #pnwdweller
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Flu fighters
4By Miranda Lorenc
senior writer

Cold weather and sniffles seem to go
hand-in-hand this time of year. Doctor visits and medicine are common go-to remedies when cold and flu symptoms appear,
but some students have different ways of
treating illness.
Katelyn Johnson, a freshman in elementary education, likes to use raw honey and
lemon mixed in warm water to relieve sore
throat and congestion.
“I have done everything from Alka-Seltzers to DayQuil to everything, and I can’t

get anything to break like I can with the
lemon and honey,” Johnson said.
Honey and lemon is a popular remedy
online and is suggested by many different
websites, Johnson said. In addition, the
all-natural ingredients are common kitchen supplies that
can be used for more than
temporary cough relief.
“The lemon and honey is an acquired taste,”
Johnson said. “It’s kind
of bland and not fantastic, but so is cough syrup, and so it weighs

Students find remedies
to survive sick season

itself out. And also, you’re stuck on a sixhour regimen or four-hour regimen whereas you can go make yourself a cup of lemon
and honey as long as you want, all day long
if you want to.”
Johnson also said that lemon and honey
had a soothing effect that helped relieve
the stress that getting sick during a
busy time brings.
“To me, it’s sort of like that calming feeling of getting a cup of hot
cider or a cup of hot cocoa,”
Johnson said.
Mary Bodily, a freshman in animal dairy vet-

erinary science uses a different remedy.
“I drink Airborne with warm water. It
helps soothe my throat,” Bodily said. “I’ve
always heard that when you’re sick, you
need to get lots of vitamin C, and this is an
effective way to get a lot of it.”
Many students use a variety of brand
name cough syrups, teas, decongestants
and cough drops. They down soups, drink
lots of water and get plenty of sleep.
Treatments like mineral, vitamin and
herb supplements such as zinc, vitamin C,
honey and lemon only relieve the symp

jSee SICK, Page 4
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‘Selma’
a vivid image
of history
“Selma” is a reminder of
what people are capable of,
both good and bad. David
Oyelowo’s performance as
Martin Luther King Jr. is wonderful.
“Selma” takes audiences
back to 1965 in the wake
of a major event that would
help bring an end to discrimination
in
United States
voting polls.
Jay
The film follows
King
as he takes
on President
Johnson
(Tom Wilkinson) over the
right of African-Americans to vote
in the South.
King comes
up with the
idea
that
a
peaceful
march can be conducted
from Selma, Alabama, to the
state’s capital Montgomery,
in protest over the prejudice
in the South. The film follows
the events that ensue from
this idea.
Director Ava DuVernay
does a wonderful job at pulling audiences in and keeping
them on the edge of their
seats. From the beginning of
the film, you will physically
jolt in your seat. This abruptness helps to set the tone of
the film moving forward.
I’m not one for movies
with a slow pace, but “Selma” did a great job with pacing and did it in a way that
added to the film. Rather
than long scenes that have
a tendency to pull you away
for the sake of being dramatic, this film’s slow burn adds
to the overall experience
and feel of the story.
Another thing that the

Bingo!

film did an excellent job of
was choosing not to hide
the violence that occurred
in Selma. You will see people being brutally beaten on
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
an event that is now called
Bloody Sunday. These acts of
physical violence on screen
pull audiences in and have
you feeling
for
those
character
s
Wolin
in a strong,
meaningful
way.
After doing
some
research
Film
on the film,
review
I did find
that there
are
some
historical inaccuracies.
All I can say
is do your
homework
either before or after seeing
the film. The most interesting
fact I came across was that
President Johnson is made
out to be a villain in this
film. In reality, he was a big
supporter of the Civil Rights
Movement.
“Selma” has an amazing
extended cast as well, featuring Oprah Winfrey, Giovanni
Ribisi, Wendell Pierce, Tim
Roth, Cuba Gooding Jr. and
Martin Sheen.
I have to say that I did enjoy this film, and that it is a
shame it did not garner any
other awards at the Golden
Globes Sunday night on top
of best original song.
— Jay Wolin started writing
film reviews for The Utah
Statesman in the fall. He
loves football, movies and
comics. Send questions or
comments to jacob_wolin@
yahoo.com.

Kylee Larsen photo
A STUDENT DANCES ON A TABLE at High Stakes Bingo in the Taggart Student Center Ballroom
on Wednesday night. The event was held by the student assosciation as part of Traditions Week, Jan. 12-16.
Students filled the ballroom to play bingo and compete in contests for various prizes.

Student Life
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Photo courtesy Patrick Delecroix/Maxppp/Zuma Press/TNS
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE GATHER during a demonstration march in Lille, France, on Saturday, Jan. 10 in support of the victims of the twin attacks in Paris. Hundreds of extra
troops are being deployed around Paris after three days of terror in the French capital killed 17 people and left the nation in shock.

Threats

From Page 1

of North Korea, it sounds like a
movie,” Vaughn said, “but it’s really what happened.”
Vaughn, like others, saw the
film despite the controversy that
surrounded it. Vaughn doubts the
seriousness of the threats, however.
“I mean, how many threats has
[Kim Jong-un] made? None of
them have come to fruition,” he

said.
Instances take a morbid turn,
however, when threats do come to
fruition.
Charlie Hebdo is no stranger to
threats or attacks. The BBC reported on instances of intimidation
and violence towards the French
magazine in 2006, 2011 and 2012,
all related to satirical cartoons of
the Muslim prophet Muhammed.
Charlie Hebdo’s controversial
brand of journalism uses satire to
get people talking and engage in
topics that they would not otherwise.
“I do think of satire as journal-

ism, and I think we all can agree
that journalism is useful and necessary in our society,” said Nicole
Vouvalis, diversity and special
projects coordinator for Utah
State. “When people are murdered for that, it’s really tragic and
sort of unfathomable.”
LaPlante recalled a time in third
grade when he started a newspaper with a friend. When covering
a teachers’ strike at his school, an
editorial that the teachers viewed
unfavorably was removed from
the final paper.
Ironically, attempts to prevent
the editorial from being read ul-

timately brought more readers,
LaPlante said. All of the students
who were otherwise apathetic became interested, and more people
ended up reading the editorial
when it was published. LaPlante’s
experience with censorship even
gained attention on the TV news.
Charlie Hebdo seems to have
experienced a similar effect, in
LaPlante’s opinion. The BBC reported in January that the magazine’s first issue after the attack
will run 3 million copies, opposed
to its normal 60,000 copies.
This situation has led to questions of whether there should be

limits on free speech if it leads to
such serious implications. Vouvalis, among others, doesn’t think
so.
“I struggle with groups that
practice public intolerance, but
I recognize that their right to say
what’s unpopular is also my right
to say what’s unpopular,” Vouvalis said. “Many things that I think
most of us believe are good and
right came from someone’s ability
to speak the unpopular first.”
— whitney.howard@
aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @Whitleebee

USUSA

From Page 1

get would not increase.
ECR 2014-01 was not law and did not immediately go into
effect; it was a suggestion given to President Stan Albrecht
who then made adjustments and referred it to the USU Board
of Trustees. Two weeks after the initial meeting the board of
trustees voted unanimously to increase Tier II Tuition and
the council’s scholarships. This was done contrary to what
the council recommended.
USU’s student body president is a voting member of the
board of trustees. Fiefia said the compensation increase, “was
President Albrecht’s decision. ... (The Board of Trustees) voted to accept President Albrecht’s Tier II tuition budget.”
The Tier II tuition budget included enough funds to increase compensation by 31 percent, which would bring the
executive council’s budget from $67,800 to $88,600. The
Utah Statesman and The Spirit Squad were also given more
funding through increase.
After the board of trustees unanimously approved the Tier
II tuition budget, the executive council’s funds were assigned
to Vice President for Student Services James Morales for allocation.
“The increase in any given year is under my responsibility,” Morales said. “I get to decide, in the end, what the compensation is for these officers. I do it in consultation with the
director of student involvement and leadership, Linda Zimmerman. That’s my responsibility.”
Morales said when allocating the funds he took into account the kind of work each officer did. He said the pay gap
between the student body president and the executive council members was, “to account for the difference in the duties
that they have.”
“I would say (Fiefia) is under-compensated,” he said.
Morales also took into account elected officials at other
universities. Compared to the student body presidents at the
other universities in the Utah System of Higher Education,
Fiefia receives the second-largest compensation. The University of Utah Student Body President Justin Spangler earns
$18,600 annually, $1,600 more than Fiefia. Proportionally to
tuition, Spangler’s compensation covers 118 percent of his
tuition and fees, while Fiefia’s compensation covers 293 percent of the USU tuition and fees.
“I would hope, honestly, that (the compensation) wouldn’t
be the motivating factor for people to run,” Morales said of
candidates for this year’s election. “I wish they’d do it for all
the right reasons, and that money doesn’t have anything to
do with it.”
— brennakelly818@gmail.com
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Sick
From Page 3
toms instead of shortening
the duration of a cold, said
Dr. Jim Davis, director of
the Health and Wellness
Center.
“Home remedies don’t
statistically make a difference in the course of the
disease,” Davis said. “It’s
important to understand
that colds usually run their
course and don’t need treatment.”
What does work to help

recover from illness, Davis
said, is good hand washing, rest, decongestants and
good hydration, especially
since Utah is a desert.
According to the website
for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the
flu and the common cold are
both respiratory illnesses,
but they are caused by different viruses.
“In general, the flu is
worse than the common
cold, and symptoms such as
fever, body aches, extreme
tiredness and dry cough
are more common and intense,” according to CDC.
gov. “Colds are usually mild-

Regulate
From Page 2
we did cut them? Businesses, as they
comply with the new regulations, will
incur larger costs of production. To
make up for these costs they’ll have
to raise the prices of their goods. After all, if a business isn’t profitable we
might as well stop working, and who
wants to see higher unemployment?
As costs are raised, corporations

er than the flu. People with
colds are more likely to have
a runny or stuffy nose.”
A lot of students come
in immediately at the onset
of cold or flu symptoms,
because it’s frustrating and
annoying to feel sick with so
much going on, Davis said.
Other students don’t want
to come in right away, or
don’t have time.
Most of the time when
students come in to the
wellness center with coughs
or runny noses, the doctors
treat for the symptoms, Davis said.
“After five, six, seven
days, we start thinking

will see that the most profitable way
for them to operate is actually to outsource production to — you guessed
it — countries that don’t have stringent environmental policies and may
pollute even worse than the U.S. In the
end, despite our good intentions, we
exacerbate the world’s environmental
situation and hurt American industry
while we’re at it.
Understand, I don’t mean to say
there’s no solution or to say to the
poor or environmentally conscious
that this is reality and they need to

about antibiotics because
there’s a possibility of a viral
infection,” he said.
Symptoms like fever,
shortness of breath, headaches, coughs and any other symptoms that aren’t
relieved by medicines or go
away after a few days should
be checked out by a doctor
because they might mean
something more serious,
Davis said.
“Waiting it out means
taking risks you shouldn’t
take,” Davis said. “There’s
no cost to visit the health
center.”
— lormialor@gmail.com

“just deal with it.” The point I wish to
drive home is that before passing regulations, we must consider not only the
impact that one believes will happen
after having looking at the issue superficially, but also examine the implied
and unintended consequences that we
may entangle ourselves.
— Levi Henrie is a sophomore majoring in economics and international
studies from St. George, Utah. He can be
contacted at levi.henrie@
aggiemail.usu.edu
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Sports
Utah State prepares
for Air Force
4By Emily Duke
staff writer

AGGIE HOOPS
Kylee Larsen photo

Former-Aggie
Bobby Wagner
deserves raise

Aggie fans have recently enjoyed seeing several Utah State
football players find a place in the National Football League, but
none is due for a bigger payday than Seahawks starting middle
linebacker Bobby Wagner.
Wagner’s been a star ever since Seattle drafted him in the second round in 2012. During his first year in the league he racked
up 140 tackles, establishing himself as a foundational piece of what
Logan Jones
would soon become
the league’s most tenacious defense.
Sure, Richard Sherman and the so-called
Legion of Boom draw
most of the media atNothing
tention — cornerbacks
and safeties tend to be
but net
flashier positions, after
all. It takes a special
kind of player to stand
out on a defense with
Seattle’s talent, and yet,
Wagner deserves any
credit thrown his way
and then some.
Wagner was key to
the Seahawks’ Super Bowl win last year against Denver, responsible for directing the pressure toward Peyton Manning and the
most prolific offense in league history. He acts essentially as the
quarterback of the defense, calling out the necessary adjustments for his teammates before the ball is snapped.
His absence from the field for five games this season due to
a torn ligament in his foot exposed a glaring truth about his importance to the Seahawks’ defense. Without him, Seattle’s run
defense suffered so much that games normally won with relative
ease suddenly came down to the wire.
Kansas City and St. Louis both topped Seattle in tight games
that probably shouldn’t have even been close, but without its
defensive signal-caller, the Seahawks appeared painfully mortal.
Seattle was 6-4, on the outside looking into the NFC playoff picture.
Upon Wagner’s return to the starting lineup, the Seahawks
rocketed to the first seed in the NFC while holding opponents
under a total of 40 points over their final six games. They earned
a first-round bye before knocking Carolina out of the playoffs
and face off Sunday against Green Bay for a chance to make it to
the Super Bowl for the second year in a row.
Realistically, the Aggie alum can expect a deal worth $8 million per year after the 2015 season ends. There are several teams
in the league that are just one Bobby Wagner short of being a
contender. Seattle has a massive deal with Russell Wilson coming
down the pipe, but Wagner should command the next highest
priority. He’s the type of player that can anchor a defense, earn
a franchise tag, and appear on the cover of Madden. That’s a
heck of a way for Utah State University to be represented at the
highest level.
— Logan Jones is a junior majoring in journalism and communication. He spends most of his time trying to single-handedly vote
Damian Lillard into the NBA all-star game and is very much looking forward to the Seahawks vs. Patriots Super Bowl next month.

The Utah State men’s basketball
team is set to host Mountain West
rival Air Force Academy Saturday
at 4 p.m. in the Dee Glen Smith
Spectrum.
The Aggies are currently 9-7 for
the year and 2-2 in conference play.
The Falcons sit at 8-7, and 1-3 in
Mountain West competition.
“Hopefully we can keep getting
better because we have some areas
of the game we have to get better,”
said coach Stew Morrill earlier in
the season. “If we’re going to continue to have chances to win, specifically rebounding and our offensive execution is sporadic.”
Utah State will come into the
game on a two-game losing streak
after falling to New Mexico at home
on Saturday. In the New Mexico
game USU was out-rebounded by
14. The team only averages 31 rebounds per game, No. 300 in the
nation.
“There is no question that we’ve
got to get better,” Morrill said.
“Obviously our rebounding stats
are alarming and jump out at you
and can cause you, as they have
done us, to lose games. Hopefully,
all five guys on the court are understanding that it is a big, big thing
for us.”
Utah State leads the overall series

with Air Force 10-3 and has never
been defeated by the Falcons in the
Spectrum.The Falcons are averaging 70.3 points per game to their
opponents 63.1, while the Aggies
average 65.1 to their opponents
63.1.
The Aggies are being led offensively by sophomore wing Jalen
Moore, who is averaging 15.7
points per game. Moore is closely
followed by redshirt freshman forward David Collette who adds 12.9
points per game.
Collette also leads the team on defense with 27 blocks and 15 steals
for the the season. The freshman
averages 1.75 offensive rebounds
and 3.18 defensive rebounds a
game. Moore leads the team in
defensive rebounds overall for the
season with 94 averaging 5.87 per
game.
Air force is currently led in scoring by senior guard Max Yon with
15.3 points per game, scoring in
double digits in the last five Air
Force contests.
The Falcons are averaging 32.4
rebounds per game and are led by
senior forward Kamryn Williams
in steals with 17 on the season and
in blocks by junior center Zack
Moer with 10.

— emilymarieduke@gmail.com
Twitter: @missemilymduke

SOPHOMORE WING JALEN MOORE puts up a shot over New
Mexico’s Hugh Greenwood. Moore recorded a season high 22 points in
last weeks loss. Utah State will return to action Saturday to take on Air
Force.

The NFL Playoff preview

Michael Ciaglo/Colorado Springs Gazette/TNS
COLTS DEFENSIVE TACKLE MONTORI HUGHES celebrates as he leaves the field after beating
the Broncos 24-13 in the divisional playoffs on Sunday in Denver

4By Kalen Taylor
sports editor

The Green Bay Packers (12-4) will
take on the defending champion Seattle Seahawks (12-4) on Sunday afternoon to see which NFC team will
advance to the Super Bowl.
It’s a home game for Seattle who
will rely on the crowd and try to
keep its home winning streak alive.
The Seahawks are 7-1 at home this
year and riding an eight-game winning streak currently. The Packers
and the Seahawks played in week
one of the season and Seattle won
big 36-16.
Quarterback Aaron Rodgers and
the Green Bay offense are on a roll
right now, they have won 12 of the
last 14 games. Seattle has relied on
its No. 1 ranked rush defense and
No. 3 ranked pass defense all season. Marshawn Lynch and the run-

ning attack average 173 yards per
game, good enough for first in the
league.
The Packers are averaging more
than 30 points per game and 386
yards of offense. That offense will
face a stingy Seattle defense, giving
up just 267 yards per game and allowing just over 15 points.
It will be a strength-versusstrength matchup to see who will be
moving on to the biggest game of
the year.
In the AFC Championship game
the Indianapolis Colts (11-5) play
against the New England Patriots
(12-4) in Foxboro, Massachusetts.
Tom Brady and Andrew Luck will
face off for the second time this season.
The first meeting came in Indianapolis on November 16, and the
Patriots stole the show for a 42-20
win. Luck has thrown for over 4,700

yards and 40 touchdowns on the
year. The Colts have the number
one pass offense in the NFL. Brady
has more than 4,000 pass yards and
33 touchdowns.
Statistically both of the teams
match up equally. The Colts average
28 points per game and the Patriots
29. Defensively Indianapolis gives
up 343 yards a game and New England allows 344.
The game is likely to be a
high-scoring matchup between
two pass-happy offenses. However,
in the last three meetings between
the two the Patriots have dominated with run-heavy attacks. The Patriots have won the last three by a
combined total of 68 points.
— kalen.s.taylor@
aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @kalen_taylor

Sports
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Zach Vigil breaks record
on rewind
4By Logan Jones
asst. sports editor

An Aggie football record more than two
decades old has been broken, and all it
took was one small stat correction.
Senior linebacker Zach Vigil was credited with one more tackle for a loss after
officials reviewed his game against UTEP
in the 2014 Gildan New Mexico Bowl.
The seemingly minor adjustment brings
Vigil’s total to 43.5 tackles behind the line
of scrimmage in his career at Utah State,
breaking Jermaine Younger’s record of 43
tackles — a number untouched in the record books since 1993.
USU head football coach Matt Wells
mentioned the possibility of Vigil’s unrecorded stats after the Bowl Game in December.
“There’s an offseason project for our
defensive graduate assistant,” Wells said.
“He’s telling me right now he looked down,

and he said ‘Coach, I think we missed a
couple halves earlier in the year.’”
Half tackles, awarded when multiple
teammates contribute to bringing down
an opposing player, also boosted Vigil’s
single-season total to 20.5, tying the Mountain West record for tackles in a season.
Only four players in Aggie football history have brought down more players than
Vigil, who finished his USU career with 389
total tackles, 156 of those coming in his senior season.
During his senior season, Vigil averaged
11.1 tackles per game — good enough to
rank seventh in the nation and second in
the Mountain West. The Clearfield native will graduate as part of the winningest senior class in USU history, winning
37 games and appearing in four straight
bowls, winning the last three.
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State your case:
Which teams will play in this year’s Super Bowl?

— logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @Logantj

4By Brad Ferguson
staff writer

4By Logan Jones
asst. sports editor

My oh my, the Colts made it to the
AFC Championship. I’ll start off with
the easier match-up; the Indianapolis
against New England. My mind takes
me back to before the NFL was founded, to the man Paul Revere. Now that
man was a patriot, and what did he ride?
A horse. The same thing is going to happen in Foxboro, Massachusetts, the city
where the Pats are unstoppable.
New England has both the offense
and defense playing at a high level. A
colt is a baby horse. Tom Brady has his
weekend set for riding that horse around
the town while yelling, “The Packers are
coming! The Packers are coming!”
Which brings us to the next debate —
if one wishes to call it so.
What stands out to you about the
Seahawks this year? Marshawn Lynch
snuffing his reporters? Richard Sherman
fighting against fines imposed by the
NFL because of Lynch snuffing his reporters?
Now, what stands out to you about
the crew from Lambeau? Jordy Nelson
averaging 15.5 yards a catch with 1,519
in the regular season? Maybe Aaron
Rodgers passing for an NFL-best 112.2
passer rating?
The Seahawks haven’t played a real
Kylee Larsen photo team since November, which means
ZACH VIGIL SACKS QUARTERBACK Garrett Grayson while playing Colo- they’ve acclimated to a lower level. Five
rado State. After off-season film study, Vigil now holds even more Aggie records.
out of the last six games in the regular
season were against the 49ers, the Cardinals, and the Rams. Not only did they
finish the regular season soft, they were
thrown a softball match by playing the
Carolina Panthers at home.
If the Packers can beat a very hot, very
healthy Cowboys team, all the while
Rodgers not being at full strength, they
surely can march to the western coast
and do the same to the Hawks of hype.
Seattle, it’s time to get discount double-checked.

Frankly I’m amazed the Colts are
still in the playoffs at all, but I guess
playing Andy Dalton and Peyton
Manning the past two weeks — quarterbacks with a total of 13 one-anddone playoff appearances — can do
a lot for a group well below the level
of the three remaining postseason
teams.
The Colts have averaged an embarrassing 48-22 losing score against
the Patriots since Andrew Luck was
drafted in 2012. Last time these clubs
played, some running back named
Jonas Grey notched four touchdowns
on the Colts defense. The time before
that, LaGarrette Blount gashed Indy
for — wait for it — four touchdowns.
The Colts can’t stop the run, and any
hopes of throwing their way back into
the game will be silenced by all-pro
corner Darrelle Revis.
The NFC matchup is more intriguing. Seattle’s defense has been dominant lately, but hasn’t played a top-tier
quarterback for several weeks. Aaron
Rodgers is the league’s leading MVP
candidate, and he’ll be determined to
prove that Seattle’s 36-16 week-one
victory was a fluke, which will be incredibly disappointing to Green Bay
fans, because it wasn’t.
Green Bay can’t stop Marshawn
Lynch’s rumbling ground attack,
and if the Packers try to stack the
box against him, Russell Wilson has
proven his status as both a dangerous passer and rusher. Strong safety
Kam Chancellor and speed-demon
Earl Thomas will be forcing Jordy
Nelson and Randall Cobb to evaluate
their career decisions every time they
touch the ball. All that without even
mentioning all-pro cornerback Richard Sherman. Wilson and Brady have
been on a collision course all year; no
team will stand in the way of a Seahawks vs. Patriots Super Bowl.

— brad.ferguson76@gmail.com
Twitter: @bradferg47

— logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @Logantj

Apply for the

FJ Management
Scholarship

Available to any USU student
• Recipients receive a cash award, up to
$5,000 per year
• Scholarship recipients must be a former or
current employee, or the spouse or child of
a former or current employee of Flying J or
the FJ Management Corporation
• Recipients must have a minimum GPA of 3.0

Apply online at
huntsman.usu.edu/fjscholarship

Applications due:
February 27, 2015
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Opinion
Religious choice brings peace to Pagan

Once I decided to identify as Pagan, I felt so
much more comfortable with myself and my
identity, but sometimes it’s difficult.

• 
All letters may be edited or
rejected for reasons of good
taste or redundancy.
• 
No anonymous letters will be
published. Letters cannot not be
printed without this verification.
• Letters can be hand delivered
or mailed to The Statesman in
the TSC, Room 311, or can be
emailed to:

		

statesmaneditor@
aggiemail.usu.edu.

”

a common misconception every Pagan hears
constantly. This, however, is a false statement.
The concept of Satan and the devil is a
Christian belief, not a part of the Pagan faith.
As a Pagan I personally choose not to worship
the Pagan Gods. I do however remain spiritual. I connect myself with the elements, and I
Opinions on this page (columns, letters) unless otherwise
identified are not from Utah
Statesman staff, but from a
wide variety of members of the
campus community who have
strong opinions, just like you.
This is an open forum. Want to
write something? Contact:
		
statesmaneditor@
		
aggiemail.usu.edu.

The staff

“

Kaitlin Bluemel

The page

Letters to
the editor

I grew up as a Mormon in a small town that
was made up of several different Christian religions. Growing up this way I was unaware of
what else was out there and what other beliefs
and spirituality the world had to offer, however
when I moved to USU in 2010 I decided it was
time for me to decide my own faith. I stopped
going to the LDS church and went on to explore other faith’s in hopes that I would find
something to better suit my interests
and my lifestyle.
I
attended
different
Christian
churches
with some of
my friends, but
I never felt like I
belonged there. I
went for months
without attending
any church or bothering to care. I was going
through my boxes around spring break of
2011, and I found a deck of Tarot Cards that a
friend had encouraged me to buy back in high
school. I had never really studied or paid any
mind to them, but I decided it was the right
time for me to do so.
I knew Tarot Cards were used by those in

the Wiccan religion, and
after some research I
found that Wicca is a denomination of Paganism,
just like Mormonism is a
denomination of Christianity. I continued to research
on the broader spectrum
of the general beliefs of
Pagans. I found that Pagans are very centered
around nature, and their
beliefs are very relaxed
and “customizable.” In Paganism you can choose to
believe in the Gods or not
to. The main belief is that
of the five elements that
are a part of everyone: fire,
Stock photo
air, earth, water and spirit.
After continued study I
decided that Paganism was
where I belong, though I don’t identify as any
of the specific denominations. I am Pagan —
not Wiccan, not Druid. Just Pagan.
Identifying as Pagan brought along with it
misunderstandings, just like every religion. Recently I was informed by someone who did not
know my personal beliefs that Pagans were of
the devil and that they worshiped Satan. This is

meditate regularly. I like to connect with my
own spirit and identify with myself and those
around me.
Once I decided to identify as a Pagan, I felt
so much more comfortable with myself and
my identity, but sometimes it’s difficult. Though
Pagans are spread around the globe, there aren’t many in Utah, and I have to practice my
faith on my own. I don’t get the opportunity of
being a part of a coven (just the same as being
part of a ward in the LDS faith). My faith is all
self practice and self taught.
One way I go about practicing my beliefs
by myself is through buying books and Tarot
decks as
well
as
Kaitlin Bluemel Runes. I
study on
my own,
My
and I pull
Pagan pieces that
I feel fit
self
my lifestyle
and throw
away those
that don’t
— because
as a Pagan
I can do
that. I study
my Tarot
spreads
and try to identify with the cards and their
meanings. Each card has a meaning and tells
a story. The cards help me spiritually connect
with my inner self and can provide guidance,
just like the Bible can for a Christian.
I love being Pagan, and I love belonging
somewhere. This experience has provided me
with a better love and understanding of people
everywhere.
— Kaitlin Bluemel recently graduated with an
associates degree from USU. She is currently
spending her time working at the State Liquor
store. On her days off she enjoys writing, crafting and boosting her photography business.
She will be continuing her Pagan Life writings
on her blog. You can reach her at kaitblue@
yahoo.com or on Twitter @skittles1313.

Editorial Board:
Jeffrey Dahdah
Manda Perkins
Noelle Johansen
Katherine Lambert
Kalen Taylor
Logan Jones
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Annie Hall
Mikayla Kapp

SUMMER JOBS
BEST SUMMER SALES
JOB - NO KNOCKING
DOORS!
COME FIND OUT ABOUT
THE BEST SUMMER
SALES JOB AVAILABLE.
NO MORE SUFFERING
IN THE HEAT KNOCKING
ON DOORS. NOT
PEST CONTROL. NOT
SECURITY SYSTEMS.
NOT CARTOON
SCRIPTURES. COME
FIND OUT ABOUT
HOW YOU CAN MAKE
THOUSANDS IN THE
SUMMERTIME WHILE
ACTUALLY UTILIZING
REAL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT SKILLS
SELLING A PRODUCT
THAT IS COOL AND
EXCITING.
WE’LL BE HOSTING A
BRIEF INFORMATIONAL
/ Q&A DINNER IN LOGAN
ON THE EVENING
OF JANUARY 28TH.
FREE PIZZA WILL BE
AVAILABLE. GREAT
INCENTIVES. GREAT
ATMOSPHERE. NO
PRESSURE OR
GIMMICKS. COME FIND
OUT MORE AND ENJOY
SOME FREE FOOD.
TO FIND OUT WHEN AND
WHERE, CALL DEVIN AT
(210) 807-0700.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES
WINTER BREAK WORK
$16 Base/ Per Appt
Flexible Schedules
(435) 227-0860
www.WinterBreakWork.com
acutabovetherest3@gmail.
com
Email loganutvectorhr@
gmail.com

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Editor-in-Chief:
Mariah Noble

AFTON APARTMENTS $1300.00. MALE
CONTRACT AVAILABLE!
Private bedroom & bath @
564 E 400 N, Logan, UT.
Missions Realty Inc - (435)
994-0075.
Brooklane Apartments
Now Renting 2015-16.
Private Bedrooms. Comcast
TV and High Speed Internet
Included. As low as $550
for Summer and $2890 for
school year. (no smoking/
drinking/pets) Come see at
645 E 900 N #1(manager)
or call 435-753-7227. http://
www.brooklane-apartments.
com/

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OLD ROCK CHURCH.
WEDDING IN 2015? Come
see us and plan your
special Wedding, Luncheon
&/or Reception. Visit
oldrockchurch.com or call
(435) 752-3432.

USU GAME-STAY
AVAILABILITY! OLD
ROCK CHURCH BED &
BREAKFAST. Book online
at OldRockChurch.com or
call (435) 752-3432.

The BackBurner
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Calendar
Thursday, Jan. 15

High: 37 | Low : 26 | Par tl y cloudy
•
•
•
•
•
•

Traditions Week Sweatshirt Swap | TSC Hub
| 11:00 am
Creative Drama Classes | Bullen Center |
$55, 4:00 pm
Ecology Center Seminar Series - Hope
Jahren | ENGR 101, USU | Free, 4:00 pm
Snowman Gallery Walk| Quad | Free, 6 pm
Jazz with Corey Christiansen | Why Sound
| $15, 7:30 pm, 9 pm
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ |
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free;
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Science Unwrapped | Eccles Science Learning Center, Emert Auditorium | Free, 7 pm
Traditions Dance | TSC Ballroom | Free, 8
pm
Utah Symphony | Performance Hall | $018, 8:00 pm
Hoodoo, The Atlas Grove | Why Sound |
$6, 8:00 pm
True Aggie Night | Quad | Free, 12:00 am
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ |
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free;
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day

Saturday, Jan. 17

High: 39 | Low : 28 | Sunny
•
•
•

Utah First Lego League (UTFLL) | USU Campus | Free, 9:00 am
Princess Party | The Castle Manor | $20,
10:30 am
Family Science Day at the Zoo: Winter Edi-

This issue dedicated to:

Sunday, Jan. 18

High: 45 | Low : 34 | Par tl y cloudy
•

Friday, Jan. 16

High: 37 | Low : 28 | Snowy

tion | Willow Park Zoo | $2, 11:00 am
USU Men’s Basketball vs. Air Force | Dee
Glen Smith Spectrum | $15-17, 4:00 pm
The Rompstompers | Why Sound | $6, 7:00
pm
Paula Poundstone | Ellen Eccles Theater |
$25-39, 7:30 pm
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ |
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free;
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day

Live Music by HilKat Johnson | Caffe Ibis |
Free, 2:00 pm

Monday, Jan. 19

High: 39 | Low: 25 | Rainy & snowy
•

No school — Martin Luther King Day

•

Tai Chi Chuan | Cache Valley Center for the
Arts | $10, 6:00 pm

Tuesday, Jan. 20

High: 36 | Low: 23 | Sunny
•

•

Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ |
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free;
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
Arts Week 2015 | Chase Fine Arts Center at
USU | Free, All Day

Wednesday, Jan. 21
High: 32 | Low : 19 | Sunny

•

Utah State Women’s Basketball | Dee Glen
Smith Spectrum | $1-$5, 7:00 pm

For Clarksburg, Breslaw, Stoneleigh, and Hillside Manor Call Darla
www.cbsapartments.com • (435) 755-8525 • darladclark@comcast.net
For Edinburgh and Highlander call Dennis • (435) 770-2326

Lindsey Parrish | sophomore|
biochemistry | Bountiful, Utah

